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Fall 2000
Royer’s Ring
Through Rain, Snakes, Mosquitoes and Porcupines, Sun 5 Prevails!

America’s postal workers may claim to work through rain, sleet, hail and snow but the NCCC AmeriCorps team that just finished a six week “spike” at Big Springs Ranch for Children have that beat hands down!  They called themselves Sun 5, a team of eight girls and two guys ranging in age from eighteen to twenty-five and led by  spunky Ohioan, Jody Royer.  The project at Big Springs Ranch for Children would be the third of five the team would tackle during their ten month commitment to AmeriCorps.
Housing at the youth ranch is in short supply, so the team agreed to bring camping equipment for an “outdoor adventure” during their six week stay.  Their project mission was to build hiking trails, tent pads, campsites and if time permitted, sculpture paths on the 7,000 acre sister campus to Hill Country Youth Ranch in Ingram.  They were excited about the tasks before them and intrigued about learning to cook on a Coleman stove and living in tents.  Less than half the team had any previous camping experience and none had ever cooked a meal on an outdoor stove.  They were ready to meet the challenges though they had no way of knowing what all it would include.
Just hours after the team pitched their tents along the banks of the Frio River, the rains came.  For months, the local community had prayed for relief for the drought stricken land and finally their prayers were answered, in plenty!  It rained and rained and rained some more . . . on and off for the next eight days.
  Tents flooded and clothes were soaked but the team’s spirits remained high.  Along with the rain came a fresh hatch of Texas mosquitoes and chiggers.  The team kept forged ahead and in the first week had created a beautiful walking path that wound all the way up the rugged Canyon of Healing in the Thousand Angels Sculpture Park, then turned their attention to creating hiking trails at and around Hawkins Wilderness Campground.

 The rains finally stopped but the summer’s heat intensified.  Temperatures hovered around the 100-degree mark while the team cleared and raked away hundreds of hill country rocks, cut and stacked prickly pear cactus and cut, trimmed and cleared acres of brush.  A resident porcupine made frequent visits as the team worked and a rattlesnake made a failed attempt to run the crew off. What was once just a blank field began to emerge as an inviting campground with several walking trails and level tent pads. 
Kerrville artist and master mason, Dean Mitchell, was a clear favorite after he led the team in building a large keyhole shaped cooking pit, which was promptly inaugurated, thanks to meat delivered by ranch supervisors, Michael Priour and Kevin Scovel.

Sun 5 experienced more life than they bargained for on this project.  Sprained ankles, a wisdom tooth emergency, medication allergies, severe sunburn and heat exhaustion were just some of the physical obstacles the team survived. Incredible heat, high humidity and midnight downpours added yet another dimension to their existence. 
 Early in the project, Jodie Royer got the phone call she’d been dreading.  Her mother, who’d fought a noble battle against cancer, had passed away. Jody had to fly home to Ohio. The team could have accepted a substitute leader but declined, feeling confident Jodie had trained them well enough to manage until she returned.  They did a fine job.
  When Jodie did return and went to survey her team’s work, she was proud and amazed at what they’d accomplished.  The center of the new campground boasted a large cement circle inscribed with tiny stones that spelled out, “Royer’s Ring  Sun 5  June 2000”.
Big Springs Ranch for Children is grateful to have known Sun 5 and is a better place in many ways, because of Royer’s Ring.      
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